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In my previous literature review | began my preliminary search with the question
“Should euthanasia be legalised?”.
Using the PECOT table from Nursing and midwifery research methods and appraisal for evidence

based practice (2013), | expanded this search to include;

PECOT Information relating to question Explanation
category
Any age seeking end of life care. | Different age groups seek euthanasia for
Population different reasons, such as elderly in hospice at
the end of life, and parents of neonates with
poor prognosis, therefore | would like to include
all age brackets.
Patients in an in-patient setting | will be looking at articles for patients in an in-
Exposure seeking end of life care, either patient setting where euthanasia is
terminally ill or with a poor administered by health professionals.
prognosis.
Patients who receive passive | am interested in the preference for this type of
Comparison | euthanasia/ withdraw from treatment compared to active euthanasia.
treatment.
Hastened death without signs of | | want to know if active euthanasia is preferred
Outcome prolonged suffering to hasten death over passive
euthanasia/treatment withdrawal and if it
prevents pain and suffering.
Time Not applicable Not applicable

This directed me to redefine my research question to “Should active euthanasia be legalised in
New Zealand for end of life care?”.

There is an expectation that midwives and nurses who participate in research can disseminate their
findings into a written format suitable for coverage or publication in the public domain to contribute to
the development of quality service provision. Usually this takes form in publication of an article in
relevant Journals however it can potentially take years for an academic research-based article to find
its way into print (Whitehead, 2013).

Other means can be by oral dissemination at local clinical forums and conferences, or by poster
presentation. Poster presentations can be a very useful means of disseminating findings with the
added benefit of being displayed elsewhere later (Whitehead, 2013).

Although post presentation may reach smaller audiences than published articles, poster presentation
offers an opportunity of personal interaction, networking and problem solving.

I have chosen a poster presentation because | would like the imagery of my poster to draw attention
to my clinical issue and draw viewers at the evidenced-based practice forum in to initiate interaction
and conversation about my literature review.

I have chosen a grim colour scheme of black and white because the topic of Euthanasia itself can be
perceived as a taboo discussion, however | believe my one, large image used as a background is
thought provoking. The image of a syringe could indicate vaccinations, immunisations and
medications, however the elderly hand could represent death and iliness. Therefore is the syringe
present for life saving measures or to hasten death? These potential thoughts encourage the viewer
to make an assumption of the topic before they are able to clearly read the title and therefore | hope
the viewer would approach my literature review ready to engage in conversation, thus networking.
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